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allowable at least because of the dependence from independent claim 1 and the reasons set forth 
above. 

Submission of Verified Translation of Japanese Priority Document 

On July 25, 2002, Applicants filed a Claim for Priority and a certified copy of Japanese 
Patent Application No. PI 999-234 169 which was filed in Japan on August 20, 1999. Pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. § 1.55(a), Applicants submit concurrently herewith a verified translation of Japanese 
Patent Application No. P1999-234169. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing remarks, Applicants respectfiilly request reconsideration of this 
application, withdrawal of all rejections, and the timely allowance of all pending claims 1-2. 

Should the Examiner feel that there are any issues outstanding after consideration of this 
response, the Examiner is invited to contact AppUcants' undersigned representative to expedite 
the prosecution. 

EXCEPT for issue fees payable under 37 C.F.R. § 1.18, the Conrmiissioner is hereby 
authorized by this paper to charge any additional fees during the entire pendency of this 
application including fees due under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 and 1.17 which may be required. 
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including any required extension of time fees, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 
50-03 10. This paragraph is intended to be a CONSTRUCTIVE PETITION FOR 
EXTENSION OF TIME in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a)(3). 



MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 
1111 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, B.C. 20004 
Tel: 202-739-3000 
Fax: 202-739-3001 



Respectfully submitted, 



MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 



Dated: December 31, 2003 




Paul A. Foumier 
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